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MISSION AT BOMBAY. 


. From the Missionary Herald. 
MR. HALL’S TOUR. 


The representation given in this journal, 
should remove entirely the impression, that 
the Bombay mission ha- not a promising field 
of labour. We recommend to our readers an 
attentive perusal of it. 


Journal of a Tour of eight days on the Con- 


tinent. 


Feb. 23, 1821. I have just returned 
from a tour of eight days on the coast, and 
now take my seat to give you some account 
of it. 

I first went, by water, to Rawadunda ; 
and from thence, by land, 40 miles to the 
north. 

Our schools in that region had not been 
visited for a long time. I found them, 
however, generally in excellent order. 1 
will state a few particulars relative to each 
of our four schools in that quarter. 


Rawadunda School. 


I found 40 boys present in this school, 
and 47 names on the list; of which 19 
were Jews. The school contains 20 read- 
ers, most of whom are capable of reading 
any printed book, with a laudable degree of 
propriety. About the same number repeat 
the ten commandments; and 14 repeat 
the catechism ; and two repeat a part of 
the geographical tr act. 

The Jew who has had charge of this 
school, since the death of its former teach- 
er, we agreed, at our last quarterly meeting, 
to employ in another capacity, partly as 
an assistant superintendent of the schools, 
and otherwise as we may think best from 
time to time. 

He is now with us in Bombay, in a 
course of improvement, and is a young 
man, who we hope may yet be made an 
important helper in the work of the mis- 
sion. 

A brahmin succeeds him in the school 
for a.-mionth or two. In the mean time a 
young Jew, already as capable as an ordi- 
nary brahmin, is to study under our direc- 
tions in Bombay, and when we think him 
duly qualified, he is to be the teacher of 
the school. 


Kaup School. 


This school is about a mile distant from 
the former, and is taught by a Jew. I 
found 35 boys present in the school, of 
whom 14 read in John, and repeated the 
ten commandments, and the catechism. 
Several others read in the school book, and 
repeated more or less ef the ten command- 
ments. Eight of the boys are Jews. 


Choub School. 


This school was suspended for a consid- 
erable time, and resumed about four months 
since. I found 38 boys present: the num- 
ber on the list is much greater. Twenty 
of the boys repeated the ten command- 
ments, and more or less of the catechism. 
They were deficient in reading ; bui as the 
school has been open but a short time, and 
the teacher, a capable man, engages to 
bring forward the boys in reading, it bids 
fair to be a flourishing school, 


Allabag School. 


This school, situated in the capital of an 
independent Mahratta Prince, is taught by 
a Jew, and 12 of the scholars are from Jew- 
ish families. The number which I found 
present, was 34. More belong to the 
school, but, as at the other schools, so here, 
the complaint of the teachers, was, that the 
weddings, which are most nuinerous in 
this month, detained many of the boys 
from the schools. There were 10 readers 
present; 15 repeated the ten command- 
ments, and 10 repeated the catechism. 

The general appearance of these schools, 
though so distant from us, and so seldom 
inspected, was very satisfactory; and [ 
think more creditable to the teachers, than 
that of an equal number of schools in Boin- 
bay. This difference may be attributed 
partly to the teachers, and partly to local 
circumstances. 


Comparative excellence of Jewish School- 
masters. 


Out of these four teachers, you observe 
that three are Jews; and my own observa- 
tions lead me to think, that other things 
being equal, a decided preference is due to 
the Jews as teachers, rather than any other 
class of natives. Though the Jews na- 
turally hate us as Christians; yet the 
veneration which we have for the patri- 
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archs and prophets, the pious kings and 
fathers in ancient Israel, names so dear to 
all the children of Abraham, and our fami- 
liar acquaintance with all their Scriptures, 
of which themselves are so ignorant, and 
with the whole history of their nation, from 
its birth to the present day,—compels 
them irresistibly to feel and acknowledge 
us to be a nearer kin to them, than any oth- 
er people on earth ; and also inspires them 
with an involuntary respect for us. What 
the books introduced into the schools con- 
tain of the Old Testament, is exceedingly 
interesting to them, as it relates so much 
to the history of their own nation; and 
therefore they are much more inclined to 
read our books, than the Hindoos are; 
and this promotes reading in the schools 
taught by the Jews. 

Again, the Jews are in a great measure 
exempt from the numerous prejudices, that 
a Hindoo, true to his own religion, must 
have against our books ; which every where 
directly contradict, and stamp with sin and 
infamy, almost every thing that the Hin- 
doo holds sacred. And again, the Hebrew 
Scriptures require the Jew to execrate eve- 
ry appearance of idolatry, and forbid him 
to show the least countenance; and far 
more do they forbid him to teach it in 
schools, as Hindoos are expected to do, 
and will do, unless the greatest vigilance is 
used to prevent it. 

Such, I think, are some of the consider- 
ations which entitle the Jews to a prefer- 
ence as school teachers, and tend to give 
the schools under their care, a superiority. 
We have now six Jews in our employ. 


Influence of Local circumstances on the 
Schools. 


Our schools on the coast have an advan- 
tage over those in Bombay, from local cir- 
eumstances. In this very populous place, 
the great prevalence of dissipation and 
amusements iw almost every form, has a 
most pernicious effect upon the minds of 
the children, and renders their attendance 
at school extremely wrregular. This evil 
we have constant occasion to observe and 
iament. 

But, on the coast, our schools are in 
comparative retirement, and in a_ great 
measure exempt from the evil so perni- 
cious to the schools here, and consequently, 
the children in those remote schools are 
less interrupted in their studies, and make 
greater progress. 


Schools at Nagotnea, Pane, and Panwell. 


From Allabag I travelled 24 miles, near- 
ly east, to a town called Nagotnea, con- 
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taining 7 or 800 inhabitants. Here I es. 
tablished a school. I next proceeded 
through a number of villages, and afte; 
travelling 12 miles north-west, [ came to 
the large town called Pane, which con- 
tains, I suppose, judging from what the 
people told me, about 17 or 18,000 inhab 
itants. Here I established another school, 
in which is employed a young and promis- 
ing Jew. This town is almost entirely sur- 
rounded by mountains, which affords a safe 
retreat for robbers, who often commit rob- 
bery and murder in the town, or on solita- 
ry persons whom they may find in the field, 
or by the way. I have been repeatedly 
cautioned against travelling in this regivn. 
Twenty-four miles north of Pane, is Pan- 
well, where we have lately established 
school. 


Extent of the Schools on the coast. 


We have now seven schools, in a line 
extending about sixty miles, on the sea 
coast, east and south of Bombay. About 
40 miles to the north of Panwell, (follow- 
ing the coast,) is Bassan, where we have 
long had a fine school. This makes the 
whole range of our schools on the coast, 
about one hundred miles. The interme- 
diate towns are numerous, and most of 
them entirely destitute of schools. Many 
brahmins and others have begged to be 
employed in various towns. But we are 
afraid of going beyond our means. 

‘here is a tract of sea coast to the south 
of Rawadunda, which is an independent 
native principality. We have been repeai- 
edly solicited to establish schools in that 
region; but our funds seem not, at pre- 
sent, to be adequate to such an extension 0: 
our field of labour. It is devoutly to be 
hoped, that ere long these vacant places, 
now so numerous and so needy, will be 
supplied, not only with teachers of schools, 
but also with preachers of the gospel. 

About 36 miles of my rout were throug: 
a region entively new tome. I[ had many 
and encouraging opportunities for declar- 
ing the truth as it isin Jesus. Little oc 
curred but what is common to such tours. 


Interview with a Brahminical Prince. 


At Allabag I waited on the Regent, 
who received me very courteously, and we 
spent an hour in discussing religious topics 
inthe audience of a large number of his 
court. This was Saturday evening. The 
hour for another interview on the Sabbath 
was appointed, and, on account of its being 
the Sabbath, it was stipulated that the con- 
versation and topics for discussion should 
be limited to religious subjects. This 
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contemplated interview, however, did not 
take place, owing to the Regent’s being 
taken ill. 

I had some very favourable opportuni- 
ties for publishing the Gospel at Allabag, 
at the principal temples, and in various 
parts of the town. 

It was a time when weddings were very 
numerous; and as the bridegroom must, if 
possible, proceed on horseback to the house 
of the bride, all the horses of the town 
were engaged, and I could not procure one 
to proceed on my journey. When I in- 
timated this to the Regent, he most readily 
furnished me with a horse and ostler 
from the government stables, which 
carried me forward to Nagotnea. This is 
the second time that this Brahminical ruler 
has granted me facilities for travelling and 
preaching the Gospel in his territory. May 
the Lord reward him with his grace and 


salvation. 


Labours and reflections of Karlah. 


About half way from Allabag to Nagot- 
nea is a town called Karlah. In this small 
town a market is held on every Monday. 
I stopped for several hours. ‘The number 
of people collected, not only from the 
neighbouring villages, but also from large 
towns, 15 or twenty miles distant, was very 
great. Itis the first market of this kind 
that I ever attended in this country, though 
there are a number of such market towns, 
or rather small villages, on Salsette. The 
occasion afforded me an opportunity of 
addressing large numbers of people, and of 
distributing some books. 

Though such public occasions afford 
opportunities for addressing great numbers 
in a short time, the circumstances under 
which they assemble are unfavourable, and 
the most encouraging seasons I have ever 
experienced, have been those spent ina 
little circle of obscure villagers, in some se- 
questered spot. Many such seasons I have 
enjoyed, and I have found them exhilerat- 
ing to my spirits, like cold water to a 
thirsty traveller, and the shadow of a great 
rock in a weary land ;—metaphors, which 
strike with gigantic force, the mind of the 
panting traveller, as he passes over the 
burning plains of India, under the beating 
rays of a vertical sun. Large plains, en- 
tirely,destitute of shades are not, however, 


common, I believe, in this country. But’ 


in some instances, I have travelled for 
miles without the least shade; and cer- 
tainly the vertical rays of a mid-day sun, 
conjoined with the rays reflected from the 
scorched earth, produce a heat almost m- 


supportable. 
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Curiosities. 


Near Nagotnea I met with what was to 
me a great curiosity in this country. It 
was a stone bridge of eight or ten arches 
built 280 years ago, as I was informed, by 
the Portuguese. It is narrow, but in a 
good condition, except a part of the side 
railing. What most excited my attention 
was a kind of pavement of lime and gravel, 
which formed the upper surface of the 
bridge. In some spots this was broken up 
but in general it remains, after being 280 
years exposed to all seasons and all usage 
so entirely undecayed, that it seems as hard 
and unyielding, as the solid rock. 

It is confessed that the Portuguese pos- 
sessed a very surprising skill in masonry 
Their fortifications and other public works 
clearly show it. Some years ago, when 
an old Portuguese fort, down the coast was 
taken, it was attempted to rase it. It was 
built of fine hewn stone. Government, as 
I have been inforn.ed, freely offered the 
people of the town the stones, if they would 
disengage them from the walls, and carry 
them off. They set about it, but found the 
cement so perfect, and the consequent la~ 
bour of disengaging the stones, so great 
that they abandoned the attempt, and 
chose rather to go and procure from the 
quarries their stones for building, 

Since I have stepped aside to speak of 
curiosities, I will just mention another 
which, for aught I know, has already been 
repeated a thousand times. Some time 
since, our assistant translator, in proof that 
the Concan country once formed a part of 
the ocean’s bed, stated, that sea shells are 
to be found adhering to, and combined 
with the rocks, on the lofty mountains, 
bounding the eastern side of the Concan. 
And beyond the great mountains, as well 
as on this side, timbers, domestic utensils, 
demolished houses, wells, temples, and 
gods, are found by digging 5, 10, or 15 
cubits below the surface: particularly in 
the neighbourhood of Kalapoore. J have 
since heard the same testimony confirmed 
by other natives. 


Singular Fact. 


Feb. 28. lt seems to be generally sup- 
posed, that humane and benevolent institu- 
tions are indebted, for their origin almost 
eotirely to the influence of Christianity ; 
and I am by no means disposed to question 
the correctness of this general sentiment. 
As an exception, however, to the general 
proposition, the following fact deserves tg 
be recorded. 

Some time since I was requested by a 
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brahmin to translate a paper, which con- 
tained an old guarantee, from a Mahratta 
Rajah, of the revenue of a certain district 
to a native doctor, on condition of his ad- 
ministering medicine, &c. gratuitously to 
the poor, within certain limits. The doc- 
tor, to whom the grant was originally made, 
was dead, and it became a subject of litiga- 
tion, who, as his lawful successor, was the 
regular guarantee. In consequence of this 
I was requested to translate into English, 
the original document. 


Miscellaneous Notices. 


March 11. Ithink I may say, that to- 
day I have found Christ to be to my soul, 
* as the shadow of a great rock in a weary 
jand.” Three persons, (Europeans) came 
to unite in our morning worship, which is 
held at half past ten, every Sabbath. Af- 
ter the service, one of the men applied for 
leave to partake of the sacrament with us 
at our next communion. He is a Luther- 
an, from Hanover. He has attended our 
meetings for years, and is correct, as far 
as we know, in all hisdeportment. He has 
borrowed many religious books of us, and 
thinks that he loves our Lord Jesus Christ. 

About 30 persons attended my afternoon 
lecture, and I felt uncommon freedom in 
addressing them. 

After the Mahratta lecture, I visited the 
prisoners in the jail. I addressed 10 or 
12 Europeans, most of whom were in soli- 
tary confinement, and between twenty and 
thirty natives, mostly Hindoos, several of 
the brahmins, some Parsees, and some 
Mussulmauns. A number of thein asked 
for and received books, and I gave one 
Portuguese Testament to a Portuguese 
employed in the jail. 

It is now a long time since we have 
printed any portion of the Scriptures. We 
are hoping soon to be authorized to com- 
mence an edition of the New Testament, 
for the American Bible Society. I also 
earnestly hope, that some of the American 
Tract Societies will meet the expense of 
printing tracts. 

After being relieved of these two expens- 
es, the avails of our press in other ways, 
would probably, for the present, cover the 
whole expense of the printing establish- 
ment. e have in expectation, the print- 
ing of a large dictionary, Mahratta and 
English, and English and Mahratta, the 
proposals for which accompany this. The 
profits of this job, if ‘we execute it, will be 
considerable. ‘The press is now employed 


iN printing tracts for the Christian Know- 
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ledge Society. Wehave printed two, and 
have five more to print. 

For several days past ‘I have been em- 
ployed in endeavouring to introduce the 
Lancasterian mode of instruction into the 
school, in a part of my house. The great- 
est obstacle to its introduction, ts the irre- 
gular attendance of the boys. The Bom- 
bay school Book Society are now laying 
out a good deal of work, which, if executed, 
will produce happy effects. 

To-day our beloved brother Homer, 
called and kindly handed me a number of 
pamphlets, lately received from England, 
among which was the number of the Evan- 
gelical Magazine, containing some notices 
of Dr. Spring’s Memoirs of Samuel J. Mills. 
What [ read brought a thousand fond re- 
collections to my mind, connected with my 
former intimacy with that beloved servant 
of God. I hope some copies are on the 
way for us. 

Our Wesleyan brethren have five or six 
schools, and Mr. Kenney has commenced 
four in Bombay. 

There isa little boy in the school in my 
house, who has committed to memory the 
ten commandments, the whole of the cate- 
chism, the whole of the Astronomical and 
Geographical tract, and is now studying 
grammar. No one in our schools has gone 
so farashehas. A aumber, however, have 
committed to memory the ten command- 
ments, the catechism, and a part of the 
tract. 


It seems proper that one or two of the 
statements in the preceding journal, should 
be brought more distinctly to the view of 
our readers. 

1. The first respects the extent of territo- 
ry, over which the schools are scattered. 
Not only have they been instituted in seve- 
ral parts of the Island of Bombay, but Mr. 
Hall informs us, that they have been ex- 
tended along 100 miles of coast, on the ad- 
jacent continent. The schools are thinly 
dispersed, it is true, and embrace only a 
small portion of the children who are in 
perishing need of instruction ; but such is 
their nature, and so happily are they situa- 
ted, that their influence must be very con- 
siderable, and must continually increase. 
Several years may indeed elapse, before 
we shall hear much of their good effects ; 
but the hundreds of children in them re- 
ceive somuchChristian instruction,that they 
are not likely to be biggoted pagans ; and 
when, a few years hence they are dispers- 
ed over perhaps half of the Mahratta em- 
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pire, as schoolmasters, &c. the influence, 
which they exert, cannot well be of a cha- 
racter the most friendly to heathen institu- 
tions. {n many cases, we may hope, God 
will follow the instructions they have re- 
ceived, with the converting influences of 
his Spirit; and Christians should remem- 
ber, that this is a very suitable subject for 
fervent and daily prayer. ; 

2. The other thing, to which we would 
direct the attentien of our readers, is what 
is said by Mr. Hall respecting the superior 
excellence of the Jews, as teachers of hea- 
then schools. Such being the fact, it is in- 
teresting to reflect, that, in almost all parts 
of the eastern world, Jews are to be found. 
The Jewish school at Bombay must be con- 
sidered exceedingly valuable. Most of the 
boys belonging to it, may be considered as 
the future instructors of numerous heathen 
youth ; and some of them, it may rational- 
ly be expected, will become distinguished 
as evangelists and teachers of a higher 
order. 

The mission at Bombay is certainly a 
very important establishment. Putting out 
of view the schools, and the influence of 
the numerous tracts scattered among the 
people, and of the daily preaching of the 
missionaries: the simple fact, that the 
New Testament has been translated, by 
our brethren there, into the Mahratta lan- 
guage ; and translated, too, where only a 
correct translation can be made,—that is, 
where the language is vernacular ;—this 
simple fact, we maintain, must weigh 
down all considerations of expense, and 
suffering, and whatever else can be thrown 
into the opposite scale. 


SIERRA LEONE. 


REGENT’S TOWN. 

From the London Missionary Register. 
Visit and Testimony of Mr. Ephraim 
Bacon. 

From the Journal of Mr. Bacun, which was 
printed at Philadelphia, on the return of that 
Gentlemap to America, we shall extract a 
passage :— 

“ March 17, 1821. Saturday.—About 
One o’clock, we arrived at Regent’s Town. 
Mr. and Mrs. Johnson had been at Free- 
town; where Mr. Johnson was sick several 
weeks. On our arrival, great numbers of 


his people came to shake bands with him, 
and enquired affectionately after his health : 
the expression of every countenance bore 
strong testimony of their ardent love for 
him, and of the joy which filled their hearts 
on his recovery from sickness and his safe 
teturn to his flock, 
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“ At six o’clock in the evening, the bell 
at the church rang for Divine Service. 
The people were immediately seen walk- 
ing from the different parts of the town ; 
the Parsonage House being so situated, 
that there is a fair view of almost the whole 
Settlement: and it was delightful to ob- 
serve the eagerness which the people man- 
ifested.to hear the Word of God. A Prayer 
Meeting was held by the Communicants 
after the usual Evening Prayers, it being 
expected that the Lord’s Supper would be 
celebrated the next day. 

“ March 18, 1821. Sunday.—At six 
o'clock, the bell rang for Morning Prayers, 
when the Church was again filled. How 
pleasing to behold hundreds of those who 
were once wretched inmates of the holds 
of Slave Ships, assembled in the House of 
God, on the morning of that Holy Day on 
which our blessed Saviour rose from the 
dead and ascended up to heaven! With 
a hundred copies of the Holy Bible spread 
open before their black faces, their eyes 
were fixed intently on the words of the 
Lesson which their godly Pastor was read- 
ing. Almost all Mr. Johnson’s people, who 
can read the Blessed Book, are supplied 
with Bibles, from that best of Institutions 
the British and Foreign Bible Society. 
Surely Christians ought to feel themselves 
encouraged in the support of Missions, 
when such cheering fruits present them- 
selves to view! 

“ Atten o’clock, the bell again rang, 
though the Church was nearly filled before 
that hour. The members of the well-reg- 
ulated Schools, which passed in review be- 
fore the Parsonage, in regular succession, 
were all clad in clean and decent apparel. 
When we arrived at the Church, there 
were no vacant seats to be seen. The 
greatest attention was paid during Divine 
Service. “ Indeed, I witnessed a Christian 
Congregation in a Heathen Land—a peo- 
ple fearing God and working righteous- 
ness. The tear of Godly sorrow rolled 
down many a coloured cheek, and shewed 
the contrition of a heart that felt its own 
vileness. There were three couple mar- 
ried, and one child baptized. After the 
Sermon, Mr. Johnson, with the assistance 
of Brother Andrus, administered the Com- 
munion of the body and blood of our Lord 
Jesus Christ to nearly four hundred Com- 
municants. This indeed was a feast of fat 
things to my soul. 

“ At three o’clock, the Church was again 
filled, and the most devout attention was 

aid to the reading and hearing of the 
ord. The whole Congregation seemed 
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eager to catch every word which fell from 
the Pastors lips. 

“ Again before the ringing of the bell, 
at six o’clock in the evening, the people 
were seen from the distant parts of the 
town, leaving their homes, and retracing 
their steps towards the House of God. 
There we again united in praising that God, 
who hath wrought such wonderful things 
even among the mountains of Sierra Leone, 
where the praises of Jehovah resound, not 
only from his Holy Sanctuary, but from 
the humblest mud-walled cottage—from 
the tongues of those Children of Africa, 
who have been taken by the avaricious 
Slave-Traders, dragged from parents, sep- 
arated from brother and sister, and per- 
haps from wife or husband, bound in 
chains, hurried on board the Slave-Ship, 
crowded in a space not exceeding their 
length and breadth, nor even allowed to 
breath the vital air. These persons, after 
being re-captured by order of the British 
Government, have been pvt under the 
charge of a faithful Minister of the Gospel, 
whose labours have been accompanied by 
the Holy Spint. These are the mighty 


works of God !” 


Visit and Testimony of Mr. Singleton. 


Mr. Singleton, of the Society of Friends, 
visited Regent’s Town, in April of last 
year. We shall extract from his Journal 
the testimony which he bears to the state 
of the people. 

“The population of Regent’s Town is 
about one thousand three hundred and fif- 
ty: of this number, 700 are able to pro- 
vide for themselves and families by means 
of their farms. One man sold the produce 
of his little spot, last year, for £50 and the 
quantity of cassada sold then was 16,000 
bushels. 

* A small market is held each day ; but 
the seventh day isthe principal one. Five 
oxen are weekly consumed besides pork. 

“The people with a few exceptions, are 
industrious ; as may be seen by the improv- 
ed houses which they build for themselves ; 
by their furniture, all of their own making 

and by the neatness and cleanliness of hole 

habitations. In several houses are sofas, 
covered with clean print, or the country 
cloth ; tables and forms, or chairs; and, 
especially, I noticed in each house a corner- 
cupboard, with its appropirate crockery- 
ware. The beds and sleeping-rooms are 
remarkably neat and clean. A few of the 
inhabitants, more ingenious or richer than 
the rest, are building houses of board with 
stores below and piazza in front. 
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“The Superintendent appears to have 
considerable influence with the people, and 
his advice is readily followed. 

“ A Woman, whose Husband absconded 
about four years since, and has not been 
heard of duing that time, asked the Su- 
perintendent, some time after the man’s 
departure, if she might not marry again: 
he informed her that the Law of England 
required a period of seven years before that 
was allowed: she submitted: and to the 
present, has lived alone, maintaining her- 
self, and acting with examplary propriety. 

** As we were standing under the piazza 
this morning, (6th day) a voung African 
came to ask permission to marry. W. J, 
gave good reasons for withholding his as- 
sent, which he had scarcely done when he 
was called aw av; and I advised the hesi- 
tating youth toacquiesce. He readily an- 
swered, “My Massa good man. He say 
Girl too young. We wait. Ino pass de 
word of n:y Massa.” 

“ Returning froma walk over one or two 
of the farms, and coming near the market- 
place, we were met by an elderly African, 
with a basket on his head, covered with a 
cloth. He stopped, and placing the bask- 
et on the ground, drew ont a gilass-bottle, 
which he held up, that the Superintendent 
might see its contents, and uttered a few 
words which [could not understand. The 
bottie contained palm wine; and the man 
in his simplicity produced it unealled for, 
to assure the Superintendent that it was 
not ruto, the use of this liquor being pro- 
hibited. 

“Soon after breakfast, Captain Grant 
camein. We visited the schools together. 
The girls behaved with seriousness, and 
appeared under good care. There was 
an agreeable solidity in their countenances, 
which, | hope, indicate d something good 
withia, The Boys were attentive, and the 
Monitors active: as was the case too at 
Gloucester: and Kissey.” 


In Mr’ S.’s Report on his return, be remarks~- 


* T visited with satisfaction, the school at 
Freetown, and those at several of the Vil- 
lages in the mountains. At Regent’s 
Town I remained two days, and left the 
Family and Villagers with regret. ‘This is 
a favoured place,and while there, I indulg- 
ed in a wish, that if Friends should be in- 
duced to commence a settlement on the 
Gambia, their success might equal that of 
the Superintendent of Regent’s Town.” 

The visits of Mr. Bacon, Mr. Singleton, 
and other friends, afforded muchipleasure to 
Mr. Johnson, Mr. During and their asso- 
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ciates. Of Mr. Singleton’s visit to Regent’s 
Town, we shall extract a few notices from 
Mr. Johnson’s Journal :— 

“ April 6, 1821—This morning, after 
“amily Prayers in the Church, Mr. Single- 
‘on, a member of the Society of Friends, 
and who has been sent out by some Mem- 
bers of that Society to collect all the inform- 
ation that he can respecting Africa, arrived 
yere. It appears tome that Christians of 
every denomination begin to look toward 
poor injured Africa. Mr. Singleton ap- 
seared very reserved at first, but soon 
‘ound himself at home.—At eight o’clock, 
we have always Prayers in our house: he 
attended—wept much—and, when I had 
concluded, begged leave to address us. He 
seemed so much affected that he could 
scarcely speak. He concluded by pro- 
nouncing, “ Peace to this house !” 

“ After breakfast we visited some of our 
people’s houses ; and he was much grati- 
fied to see them so clean, and a Bible or Tes- 
‘ament upon the table; he never could 
ave supposed that the people lived so com- 
fortably. We next visited the Girls’ school, 
and the seminary, with both of which he 
was much pleased, and he addressed the 
scholars in each. In the afternoon we 
went to Bathurst, Leopold and Charlotte ; 
and returned about five o’clock. 

“ April 7.—Our friend attended again 
at our Family Prayer in my house, and 
again was much affected. He addressed 
usin a very Christian-like manner ; saying 
that he was fully persuaded that there was 
no essential difference among the true peo- 
pleofGod. After breakfast we visited our 
market, and went to see some of the peo- 
ple’s farms. About five o’clock our Friend 
Singleton, went to Freetown much gratifi- 
e 1,” 
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LETTER FROM MR. FISK. 

The following letter from Mr. Fisk to the 
bereaved parents of Mr. Pareons, communica- 
ting the intelligence of his death, we doubt not 
will be read with lively interest by the friends 
of Zion. 

ALEXANDRIA, Feb. 10, 1822, 
L. D. morning. 

My very dear Friends,—I sit down to 
address you on this holy morning, with a 
heart almost overwhelmed with such emo- 
tions as I never experienced before. Prob- 
ably long before this reaches you, you will 
have received letters from your beloved son, 
informing you of his severe and dangerous 
sickness at Syra last autumn, of his partial 


recovery, his voyage to Smyrna, the weak 
state in which he found himself lingering, 
and our resolution in compliance with the 
decided advice of his physician at Smyrna, 
to sail for this place. He has also forward- 
ed one letter for you and one for brother 
Morton, from this place. These letters, 
while they give you strong hopes of his re- 
covery, will also probably excite apprehen- 
sions as to the final result ef his illness. 
We have not been without our apprehen- 
sions from the first, though we have always 
had prevailing hopes that he would recov- 
er. Ten or twelve days ago, his physician, 
who is reputed the most skilful doctor in 
this city, gave his opinion that he would 
never be perfectly well in this climate, but 
said, without the least hesitation, that he 
would recover from his present weakness, 
His symptoms were not thought immedi- 
ately alarming by any means. One cir- 
cumstance, however, gave me strong fears 
thathe would before long be taken from us. 
His whole soul, all his thoughts and desires 
seemed to be continually in heaven. He 
seemed to have forgotten the earth and 
all that it contained, except that now and 
then his mind seemed occupied with what 
concerns the kingdom of Christ. Hiscom- 
munion and intercourse seemed to be rath- 
er with angels and glorified spirits and his 
Redeemer, than with the inhabitants of 
earth. Yes, my dear friends, the blessed 
Redeemer was preparing him more rapidly 
than either he or I was aware, to put off 
this clayey tabernacle, and enter the new 
Jerusalem. Shall we weep, or shall we 
rejoice ? For myself, I seem ready to sink 
under my loss, and yet I would with a full 
heart, and with all my soul, bless God for 
the grace bestowed on my most dearly be- 
loved brother. I doubt not, he is happy 
now, and will sin no more. Last evening 
we spent a most precious hour in reading 
the scriptures, praying and conversing a- 
bout heaven. Wesaid to each other, (but 
without any particular apprehension that it 
would take place in respect to either of us) 
“If you should die to-night, you will be 
with that blessed company to-morrow.” 
We composed ourselves to sleep as usual. 
Antonio was with us, a young man whom 
brother Parsons hired at Syra to attend on 
him. ‘Twice in the night, my dear broth- 
er told us he was quiet and easy, and slept 
well as usual. At half past three, we per- 
ceived something was the matter, and hast- 
ened to him. Alas! it was too late even 
for him to leave a farewell for his dearest 
relatives. He continued.to breathe three 


quarters of an hour, but took no notice of 


any thing, and then his spirit was released 
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froin its confinement in clay, and none 
who knew him, will doubt but admitted to 
the immediate presence of his God. 

All that was mortal of him, whom you 
and I so tenderly loved, and who was so 
worthy of our tenderest love, now lies be- 
fore me a lifeless corpse, dressed for the 
grave. QO, if you could walk with me to 
the grave. But hush al] murmurs. God’s 
willbe done. You have often been aftlict- 
ed—your present ‘affliction will be found 
probably, in some respects, more severe 
than any preceding one. But itis also at- 
tended with such consolations as seldom, 
very seldom sweeten the bitter cup of sor- 
yow. You know where to go for support 
and comfort, and I feel that I have more 
need of your counsels and consolations 
than you have of any thing which I can 
say. QO, that he who gave your dear son 
such heavenly peace, and carried him so 
gently down to the grave, may grant to 
you and all the afflicted family, the pecul- 
jar supports and consolations of divine 
grace. 

I must not omit to mention, that for sev- 
eral weeks it has been our custom, morn- 
ing and evening, both to pray successively. 
Brother Parsons usually offered a short 
prayer last. In this, he almost uniformly 
prayed for a divine blessing on “ our sur- 
viving parents, and brothers, and sisters, 
and their partners and children.” You, 
no doubt, often prayed for him. Alas, he 
needs our prayers no longer, nor does he 
any lovger intercede for us. Let us en- 
deavour to be grateful as we ought, that he 
prayed for us so often, so long, and with 
such strong faith. 

Monday evening, Feb. 11. T have the 
satisfaction to inform you that the body 
was buried very much as is usual in Amer- 
ica, and in a very proper place, 

O how that face will shine when we see 
itagain. May we live as he lived, that we 
may die as he died, and meet him in glory. 

Your deeply afflicted, but very affection- 
ate friend, P. Fisx, 


——— = 


CATARAUGUS MISSION, 
From se Americen Missionary Regisler. 


Mr. Wm. 4. Thayer to the Domestic Secre- 
tary, dated June 10, 1821. 


Dear Sir,—In my last from Seneca, I 
mentioned that the Cataraugus chiefs did 
not arrive on the day expected. They 
came however, on the succeeding day, and 
metin council with the principal of the 
Buffalo chief at the Seneca Mission house. 
The talk was again read. They express- 
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ed their thanks to the Great Spirit for influ- 
encing the good Society in New-York to 
send them a teacher. In the course of the 
council, it was agreed that Mr. Harris and 
myself should scon visit Cataraugus. We 
accordingly came up, and met with the 
Christian party in council on the next Fri- 
day. It was truly pleasing to see the ani- 
mation and joy which they manifested on 
our arrival. ‘They said it was a good day 
that had brought us together. They thank- 
ed the Great Spirit that they were permit- 
ted to see the face of their teacher. They 
were glad that the good Society had con- 
sidered their case, as their children needed 
instruction ; and they were much pleased 
with that part of the talk which mentioned 
the teacher’s meeting with them on the 
Sabbath, and instructing them out of the 
good Book, as that, they thought, was the 
most important of all things. They gave 
great thanksto the Good Spirit for his kind- 
ness to them this day, and they would do 
all in their power to put up the buildings 
and help on the work ; but they would not 
deceive us—their hearts were pained when 
they thought of the opposition of the pagan 
party to the Gospel. 

The pagans held a council on the same 
day, and determined that, as they were the 
strongest party, they would maintain their 

rights, and prevent the Gospel from coim- 

ing ainong them. ‘They hailed us as we 
passed their council on our return, and told 
us not to bring the Gospel there ; adding, 
that if we built on their land, they would 
take their axes and hew down. 

During the next week it appeared im- 
portant that IT should again visit Catarau- 
gus. I arrived on Friday the 24th of May, 
and requested a general council of both 
parties. More than forty assembled at the 
council house. After the council was 
opened in the usual form, I explained to 
them the benevolent views of the good So- 
ciety, the interest which its Board of Man- 
agers took in their welfare, and the partic- 
ular design for which [ was sent to them. 
I dwelt particularly on the importance of 
the instruction of their children, expressed 
my regret at the divisions which prevailed 
among them, and mentioned how much 
more for their interest it would be if they 
were all engaged as one party in seeking 
their own best good. The pagans replied, 
with much firmness, that they desired no 
assistance, and were determined with their 

own hands to prevent any Missionary from 
settling on theirlands. This decided stand 
ofthe pagans was very pain(ul to the chris- 
tian party, who are exceedingly anxious to 
have schools for their children, and to be 
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themselves instructed in the principles of 
the christian religion. 

At the request of the christian party, I 
remained with them over the Sabbath. 
More than thirty met at a convenient house 
for worship. It was a very interesting sea- 
son. T'o meet with the natives of the wil- 


derness for Divine worship on the Lord’s | 


day, to see somany heathen listen with ea- 
cerness to the word of God as it was read 
and explained, and to witness the silence 
and solemnity of all present, was a scene 
truly animating, and one which gave rise 
to such feelings as I never before experien- 
ced. It was, indeed, a good day. 

Qa account of the violent opposition of 
the pagans, the christian party thought it 
not advisabie to attempt to build at present. 
They expressed strongly the wish that I 
would place my family for the present as 
near to the Reservation as possible, and 
would at least spend every Sabbath in giv- 
ing them religious instruction. According- 
ly L made inquiry, and had the satisfaction 
wo find a commodious dwelling, which was 
kindly offered for the summer for a small 
consideration. It is a delightful place, sit- 
uated on a rise of ground, overlooking the 
Reservation, about fifty rods from the Indi- 
in line, and three or four miles from the 
Indian village where the christian party 
meet for worship. With the advice of Mr. 
Harris, and others friendly to the cause, 
[ removed to this place on Friday last. 
Should the Board think it proper to erect 
buildings contiguous to the Reservation, 
there is a gentleman here who will give to 
the Society land for the purpose. This 
would be an advantageous situation in 
many respects. It is within sixty rodsofa 
grist mill and saw mill. The Indians of 
both parties would be glad to be instructed 
in the mechanic arts, [ am told that there 
isnot a blacksmith within several miles, 
and that a good man of that line might not 
only be of service to the Indians, but, if the 
Board thought proper, might do business 
enough or nearly enough, for white people, 
to support his family, and thereby be the 
less burden to the funds of the Board. 

The more I see of these Indians, the 
more interesting do they appear. Many 
of them have called to see me, and some 
of them can converse in broken English. 
The more intelligent say that God rules all 
things well; that he is able to carry on his 
own work; and that, although the pagans 
are bitter and violent in their opposition to 
ihe Gospel and to their own good, yet the 
Great Spirit can turn them round, and 
make them love good. They observe that 
their own varty, although the smallest, is 
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yet the strongest, because the Great Spirit 
is withthem. I bless God that he has cast 
my lot here to labour among these poor In- 
dians ; that I have the privilege of meeting 
with them on the Sabbath, and of attempt- 
ing to explain from the word of God the 
way of life. I ask an interest in your prayers, 
that I may have grace faithfully to discharge 
my duties, and that I may be instrumental 
of doing some good among the perishing 
heathen. 


Extract of a joint letter from Mr. Thayer 
and the Rev. Mr. Harris, dated July 
8, 1822. 


The Indians of the Christian party are 
exceedingly anxious to have us commence 
the school immediately. 

We have this day attended a very inter- 
esting council with the Chiefs of the Chris- 
tian party ; in which they have expressed 
to us their entire approbation of the Mis- 
sionary locating without the line, at least 
for the present, although they could wish 
that he was placed, according to the expec- 
tation of the Society, in the midst of their 
village and on their land; yet they hope 
that the measure proposed may be one great 
means of cooling the resentment of the pa- 
gans, and introducing something of a re- 
conciliation. They declare that if itis at 
all possible to begin the school immediate- 
ly, twenty-one children are ready for ad- 
mission into Mr. Thayer’s family, who 
shall be placed entirely at his control, and 
kept constantly employed in those various 
operations which it is our intention to car 
ry into effect. They also say, that since 
the Teacher and the Board have been so 
much disappointed in their benevolent in 
tentions among them, owing to the obstina - 
cy, jealousy, and unbelief of a part of their 
nation; and have incurred increased 
expense on their account, they are deter- 
mined to do all they can to help along the 
good cause; and for this purpose, they 
have obligated themselves to furnish above 
100 bushels of grain and a dozen hogs, for 
the support of their children in Mr. ‘T's. 
family. Now,to meet this intense desire 
of the Chiefs to have the school commence 
immediately, as well as to await a more spe- 
cial interposition of Providence, in deter- 
mining the propriety of making a perma- 
vent establisiinent either within or without 
the Indian lands, it is a question in our own 
ininds, whether it would not be best to de- 
fer building for the present season, and reut 
the house now occupied by the Mission 
family for one year, commencing with next 
November. The house is excceedingly 
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large and convenient in every respect, the 
situation healthful and pleasant, and but a 
few rods from the Indian line. On this 
subject, we hope the Board will send us a 
communication as soon as possible. 





CHOCTAW MISSION. 


Our readers will doubtless recollect the loss 
of many valuable articles which were shipped 
from this place, last fall, for the mission at Elli- 
ot. The vessel being wrecked near the Baha- 
ma Islands, the whole property amounting to 
about $1700 was lost, excepting some articles 
of furniture for the communion table, which 
were presented by the students of Yale Col- 
Jege. These articles, as we have before stated, 
were purchased from the wreckers by the Me. 
thodist missionaries at New Providence, and 
forwarded to Elliot, as an expression of their 
christian love. Messrs Dwight and Williams 
of this city, have recently received a letter 
from the Rev. Mr. Byington, the missionary at 
Elliot, in which be mentions having received 
the table furniture. 

In speaking of this afflicting providence, Mr. 
Byington makes the following useful reflec. 
tions— 

We hope and pray that this act of divine 
Providence may do good. It becomes us 
to be humble in the dust. For God is 
teaching us in the plainest manner our un- 
worthiness to be the almoners of his treas- 
ure. For wise and holy reasons be saw it 
to be best to sink that property in the ocean, 
or have it fall into the hands of the ungod- 
ly. “Better thus to dispose of it than to have 
it go any farther toward the Choctaw Na- 
tion,” is the plain language of this provi- 
dence. Were | toindulge my feelings and 
write j9u from the promptings of my heart, 
I should speak much of the value of the 
treasure, in money and health and life 
which is expended upon this mission ina 
way of disctpline. We have been in want, 
we have been in sicknesses and in deaths, 
and now, while valuable treasure is on its 
way to us, in the view of a wise God, it will 
be more for his glory to destroy it than to 
send it here. Itis a painful, a humbling 
truth, that the discipline necessary for us, 
in order to keep us where we ought to be, 
is SO custly. 

Perhaps we have not in a manner becom- 
ing us “in every thing by prayer and sup- 
plication, with thanksgiving, made known 
our requests unto God.” And it may be 
that the Lord is teaching his people how 
they are to make and regard their offerings 
tohim. Buton this subject [ cannot dwell. 


Choctaw Mission. 


[ Aus. 


I saw and have often read the list of bene. 
factions designed for this mission which ap- 
peared in the Intelligencer. To all of our 
friends we cannot write, we pray the 
great Head of the Church to abundantly 
bless their souls. Perhaps some of them 
already have received a thousand fold in 
their bosoms, for all they gave to the Lord. 
To each and to all in some way we would 
gladly send our humble tribute of gratitude 
and love for all that was in their hearts to 
do for us. Through the kindness of those 
good men of God who have gone as mis- 
sionaries to the Bahamas, we have re. 
ceived an urn and two cups designed for 
our communion table. ‘To those beloved 
young men of Yale College who have thus 
remembered us, we owe many thanks, as 
well as to many others around them, nea: 
and afar off. 

We hope no one will be discouraged by 
this providence of God. The liberality of 
our friends this year has been very great 


and has laid us under peculiar obligations of 


gratitude to the Father of our mercies, 
and has helped in no ordinary degree to 
strengthen a union of soul between our- 
selves and our benefactors. From many 
towns and societies in Connecticut we have 
received boxes of clothing ; a list of which 
I will here insert, hoping that you can give 
notice of the safe arrival of the boxes. | 
am much occupied, and it will be very dif 
ficult for me to write many letters. We 
have received two boxes from Farmington, 
one from Bridgeport, two from Hartford, 
one from Coventry, one from Greenwich, 
with articles from Salem, N. Y. and from 
New Canaan and Ridgfield, Con. One 
from Norwich, one from Hartland, one 
from Thompson, one from Windsor, two 
from New-London, Bolton and Stonington, 
one from Franklin, Windham and Gilead. 
Perhaps other boxes have been received 
from towns in Connecticut, the names of 
which are not here given ; as several boxes 
came without any letter, list of articles, or 
names of donors, &c. The above boxes 
brought to us many affecting proofs of 
christian love and active benevolence. 
Much have our hearts been strengthened 
by the aid furnished us by christian friends. 


' We hope they will not cease to pray that 


we may be faithful stewards of the Lord’s 
bounty.—Wishing you many blessings, in 
behalf of our family, I am your much 
obliged and affectionate friend, 

Cyrus BrineTon. 


P. S. Two boxes were sentus from New 
London. We have not been able fully to 
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ascertain that more than one from that 
place has reached us. The letter and list 
of articles we found in one box. ‘The oth- 
er box may have had nothing by which we 
could destinguish it as a donation from New 
London. We received many such boxes. 





REVIVALS OF RELIGION. 


If there is joy in heaven over one sinner 
that repenteth, surely christians wil] rejoice 
when multitudes are flocking to Christ. 
The work of grace which we have mention- 
ed before in the north-eastern part of the 
state, We are happy to learn, is increasing, 
and extending into several of the adjoining 
towns. Information from Somers during 
the last week, states, that 140 were rejoicing 
in the hope that they had experienced that 
change of heart, without which no man 
can see the kingdom of God. Besides 
these there were about 50 enquiring ‘ what 
they should do to be saved.’ In South 
Wilbraham about 80 were rejoicing in 
hope. In Tolland about 50, and in two or 
three other places a hopeful work had com- 
menced. The Rev. Mr. Nettleton is still 
labouring in that region, and the arm of 
the Lord is with him. ‘The adversary of 
souls and the adversaries of revivals, have 
united their strength against this faithful, 
and highly honoured servant of Christ, as 
they did, and as they would again against 
his Lord and Masters but their malice, nor 
their slanders cannot harm him—wnor can 
the gates of hell, although faithfully guar- 
ded by universalists, prevail against the glo- 
rious cause he advocates, for it is the Lords. 

A gentleman recently from Pennsylva- 
hia states, that there is an extensive revi- 
valin Bucks county. Ina few towns there 
are as many as 400 who have lately set 
their faces Zionward. Some are rejoicing 
as they travel on, and others are distressed 
for their souls. Some professors of reli- 
gion, who have rested on the form of God- 
lines for many years, have, after fighting 
aZainst the work, given up their old hopes, 
and are now rejoicing that Christ is formed 
within them the hope of glory. 

At Baskenridge, N. J. a correspondent 
says, as many as 200 are enquiring ‘ what 
they shall do to be saved ?? and about 50 
who have lived till now, without hope and 
without God in the world, are rejoicing in 
God their Saviour, 





GOD'S SPECIAL MERCY DISPLAYED IN 
WEATHERSFIELD, VT. 
(n the evening of the 4th of March, a 


circumstance occurred at Weathersfield, Vt. 
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which ought to be mentioned to the praise 
of sovereign mercy. Five.or six young 
men, on their return from the transactions 
of a town-meeting, during which they had 
appeared uncommonly volatile, coming migh 
a school house, where religious meetings 
had been frequently held—it was proposed 
by one, and agreed to by all of them, to go in- 
tothe house and hold a meeting. It appears 
that this proposal was made, and consented 
to, in a light and irreverentmanner. They 
entered the house. The one who made 
the proposal, took a seat at the desk, the 
place of the speaker. No sooner bad he 
seated himself, however, and looked a- 
round upon his companions, than he was 
struck with a deep sense of his presump- 
tion.—Tears gushed from his eyes. Ina 
moment the rest excepting one, were deep- 
ly affected with a sense of theirsins. They 
retired from the house secretly crying tor 
mercy, and have since manifested a hope 
of forgiveness and life through the blood of 
Jesus. The impressions, which were so 
suddenly made upon their minds, it is 
thought, have terminated in their saving 
conversion to God. This suprising dis- 
play of sovereign grace, towards the youths 
above mentioned, was attended with divine 
power upon the hearts of a number more, 
in the neighbourhood, and some, who lived 
several miles distant.—Ver. Monitor. 
The whole number of hopeful converts, 
during the last revival in Weathersfield, Vt. 
from Nov. 1820 to May 1822, is, it is 
thought, not less than 160.—95 have unit- 
ed with the Congregational church, per- 
haps 10 or 15 more are kept back through 
doubts respecting their fitness, or through 
some other cause—the rest have at- 
tached themselves to other denomina- 
tions—A bout two thirds of the subjects are 
youths from 14 to 22; and of these, the 
greatest part are the children of professing 
parents who became subjects of the revi- 
val in 1810.— Two aged females have been 
hopefully brought into the ark of safety 
—one of them between 99 and 100 years 
old—the other about seventy. The form- 
er, though blind, as tothe eye of sense, 
and through infirmity unable to attend up- 
on the means of public instruction, seem- 
ingly without the use of means, and contra- 
ry to all human expectation, was suddenly 
convicted by the spirit of God. To med- 
itate upon the excellencies of Christ, and to 
speak his praise, seems now to constitute her 
only employment and to afford her the 
richest consolation.—2b_ 
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STATE OF RELIGION IN GEORGIA. 


Report of the State of Religion within the 
bounds of the Presbytery of Georgia, 
presented to the General Assembly of the 
Presbyterian Church, in May, 1822. 


This Presbytery was constituted by an 
act of the Synod of South Carolina and 
Georgia, at the last stated session of that 
body in November, 1821. Though this 
Presbytery consists of but eight members, 
yei their territorial limits extend from the 
centre of the State to the Atlantic, and 
from the Savannah river to the borders of 
East Florida—comprising within _ their 
bounds more than one half of the State.of 
Georgia. A large proportion of this exten- 
sive tract of country, is literally a moral 
waste. In many places the ordinances 
and institutions of religion are hardly 
known, and vice and infidelity, as might 
waturally be expected, abound without any 
countervailing influence to impede their 
growth, or arrest their progress. Nothing 
decisive can be done to enlarge the bor- 
ders of our Zion, and establish the reign 
of Christ among us, without an increase 
of competent and faithful ministers of the 
gospel. And on this subject difficulties of 
a serious character present themselves. 
From a lamentable deficiency of ministeri- 
al support, a large proportion of our terri- 
tory is a missionary field. 

The practical evils which we deplore, 
and which in too many instances may be 
said to prevail among us, are profane swear- 
ing, Sabbath-breaking, intemperance, and 
gambling. The progress of these has 
been, in some measure checked within a 
few years past, by the increased exertions 
of the church and the execution of the law. 
But on this subject much still remains to 
be done. Christians themselves are not 
yet fully awake to the consideration of the 
responsibility which rests upon them. 

By the blessing of the Great Head of the 
Church, we are not left without some en- 
couraging prospects. Some of our church- 
es have enjoyed the gentle operations of 
the Spirit, and many converts, we trust, 
have been born into the kingdom of Christ. 
The church in Darien, during the past 
year, has been brought into regular con- 
nexion with the Presbytery, and consider- 
ably increased in numbers. A clergyman 
ofthe Presbyterian Church has recently ta- 
ken the Pastoral charge of the independ- 
ent church in Savannah, and will probably 
soon become a member of the Presbytery. 

During the past year increased attention 
nas been paid to the subject of missions. 
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Four young men have been employed 
within our bounds, for several months, and 
there is a prospect that one of these will 
soon be invested with the pastoral charge 
of the congregation in St. Mary’s. 4 

The public worship of God is generally 
well attended on the Sabbath—the month. 
ly concert of prayer is observed by all ou; 
congregations—a spirit of liberality for the 
support of the beneficent institutions of the 
day, is evidently increasing among us— 
and not a few, we believe, are ardently 
praying for a revivai of religion in its pow- 
er and purity, and for the universal estab. 
lishment of the kingdom of our Lord and 
Saviour Jesus Christ. 


THE FIRE ALARM. 
From the Christian Herald. 


The Engines. 

The fourth and /ast train of thoughts drawer 
from the Fire Alarm, was derived from the en- 
gines and implements, used by the fireman, to 
extinguish the flames, and stop the spreading 
ruin. 

Without these, little can be done to prevent 
the ravages of fire. Nothing, therefore, is suf: 
fered to siand in their way, orto prevent them 
from getting to the seat of danger as soon as 
possible: carriages, and parties of pleasure, 
and even of business, must give place to the 
engines, and other fire implements ; they must 
not be retarded ; for while they are detained, 
destruction is increasing. They have bells, 
torches, and speaking trumpets, to announce 
their approach, that nothing may be suffered to 
impede them 

The thought was not allogether unnatural, 
which was thus expressed : “ well, if we should 
once see worldly pleasure, business, and hu- 
man wisdom, thus giving way for the word of 
God, it would, indeed, produce a most happy 
change in the moral aspect of the world.” If 
Christians would only feel as much their want 
of the Bible, and the whole armour of God, a3 
the firemen do of their engines and other im- 
plements to extinguish fire, we should see 
much greater attainments in the knowledge 

and spirit of it, than is now to be found and 
even if ministers would feel their need of it a8 
much, we should hear much Jess wisdom of 
this world mingled in their sermons than we 
now hear. Speculation would be thrown &- 
way, and Christ, and Him crucified, substitut- 
ed in its place. While it is acknewleged; 
that, in religion every other principle ought to 
give way to the Bible, yet it is just as true, that 
the authority of the Bible is often even sus- 
pended by the authority of other principles; 
such as the reasonableness or nature of things ; 
the analogy of faith; the agreement of the 
doctrine with the attributes of God ; our opin- 
ion, and our mode of thinking These are to0 
often the weapons with which vice is combat- 
ed, instead of simple Bible truths; but she 
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mene iah, Parries wide 
Tbe undreaded volley with a sword of straw, 
4nd stands an impudent and fearless tnark.” 


Were the implements of the firemen as often 
neglected in their employment as those of the 
Christian and the Christian ministry ere in 
theirs, in a short time the fire would desolate 
our great cities, and many inconsiderable 
villages : and bence it is, tuat the fire of the 
tongue of slander, and the rage of sin, spread 
‘yeir desolations to such an extent over cities 
end principal towns. As the firemen, with the 
means which are put in their hands, prevent 
the rage of fire, eo might (he saints of God, in 
a great measure, With the means put into their 
hands for the puepose, pat a stop to the rage 
and desolation of sin The firemen believe in 
the eficacy of their engines, when well appii- 
ed; aud they feel, too, that they can apply 
them tothe purpose, as much as they can be 
applied. Bat this is not equally true as respects 
the Christian, or the ministry generally. hey 
all pretend to believe that the weapons of the 
wartare are mighty to the carnal, but they do 
not believe that they are mighty to the puiling 
down of the strong holds of sin ; nor do they 
believe that they can use them as well as many 
others; and many do not believe that they 
can be used at all by men of thisage. ‘The fire- 
man has no advantage of the Christian, as to 
experiment had of the efficacy of his means. 
In other days, the means in the hands of Christ’s 
disciples have been most triumphantly suc- 
cesstul. What tremendous fires have been 
quenched by them, even when as apparently in 
human hands as they are now, in the days of the 
apostles, in the rage of heathen and papal per- 
secutions. Wonders are also done by them at 
this day, even when used by feeble hands, and 
by doubling hearts. And what could be ex- 
pected to result from their efficacy, if all the 
disciples of Christ should really believe and 
obey the Saviour in regard to them? The 
most unlimited triumph of Christianity would 
undoubtedly be the result. 

Ministers and disciples of Jesus! look at 
your encouragement! God saysto every one 
of you, ** Briug ye all the tithes into the store- 
house, and prove me now herewith,—if I wiil 
not open you the windows of heaven, and 
pour you out a blessing, that there shall not be 
room evough to receive it.” (Mal. iii, 10.) 
Christ says to you, “Iftwo of you shail agree 
un earth, as touching any thing that (hey shall 
ask, it shall be done forthem of my Father 
which isin heaven.” (Matt xviii. 19.) Con- 
vetning prayer be says “ What things soever 
ye desire, when ye pray, believe that ye re- 
celve them, and ye shall have them.”’ (Mark, 
ut 24.) Do you believe on Christ? He says, 
“He that believeth on me, the works thai I 
do shall he do also ; and greater works than 
these shall he do; because go unto my Fa- 
ther.” If you ask, how is this possible ? he 
tells you: “ If ye shall ask any thing in my 
name, l will do it.” (John, xiv, 12--14. See 
also, Mark xiv. 16--18--and James, v. 16, to 
‘ueand.) This is all to be effected by a pro- 
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per and vigilant use of the Christian armour, 
orthe means which Christ has put into the 
hands of his children to stop the progress ot 
sin inthe world. (Eph. vi 10—20) Now it 
is a question of eternal importance to you, 
whether you have as unwavering a confidence 
in your success, in using those weapons against 
spiritual wickedness in high places, as the fire- 
men of your cities have of their success in us- 
ing their instruments to stop the progress of a 
raging fire? O what excuse is there for men, 
thus armed and furnisbed from the very armour 
of heaven against the greatenemy of God and 
man, who will sitdown in a kind of cold heart- 
ed and cowardly indifference, while sin hangs 
out its trophies at every window as they pass 
along the streets ; aod while the name of God 
is constantly blasphemed by reason of that 
very unfailbfulness, unbelief, and inattention 
to the best and only real interest of man? O 
there is none! If there bea double damnation, 
mingling in its ingredients the wratb of the 
Lamb—if there be a heil of hells—if there be 
a place where tenfold horror shal! augment des- 
pair—where divine vengeance will glow with 
tenfold fury--and where the imprecations o! 
the damned shall mingle with the anger ot 
heaven—there must be the place of watchmen 
who have designedly given an uncertain sound 
by the trumpet of alarm, that the wicked, who 
are hourly exposed to damnation, should not 
take the alarm, flee to the Lord Jesus Christ, 
and live--of watchmen who have cried peace 
to the wicked to whom God has said there is 
no peace !——and thus heal the hurts ef the peo- 
ple slightly—of watchmen, who, instead of giv- 
ing the alarm as they are cop: manded, for the 
wicked to flee from the wrath to come, say to 
them, “* Ye shall not surely die’--there is no 
danger as there is 26 fire to burn upon the soul, 
but that of divine love, infinite compassion and 
ever-enduring mercy of the Lord!” Is ther 
God a liar ?--for surely be must lie, if their af- 
firmations are true. 


Conclusion. 


Dear reader, are you a watchman? O theo 
be faithful, lest the curse come upon you to tbe 
uttermost ; and it be said to you, of this and 
that sinner whom you have not warned, “his 
blood will I require at your hand!" O bea 
good watchman, that it may io a short lime 
be said to you. “well done good and faithful 
servant, enter thou into the joys of thy Lord |’ 
O be a vigilant watchman, that you inay at last 
have many souls, as crowns of your rejoicing 
in the day ofthe Lord Jesus! O be a perse- 
vering watchman, (hat you may at last be more 
than conqueror, through him who has loved 
you, and placed you in the important and aw- 
fully responsible station which you hold! O 
be a fearless watchman, and give your alarm 
faithfully and feelingly, and be not efraid ot 
the forces of men, though they be most rebel!- 
ious. Persuade men by the terrors of the 
Lord; denounce faithfully the most awfu! 
truths of your religion; and suffer not any mc- 
tive to lead you to wish to hide or to soften 
down that which is most severe and awful in the 
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message which you are com manded to bear toa 
revolted world; and then shall you have an 
approving conscience, and a pardoning God, 
in the day when you shall be called to account 
for your stewardship. 

Reader, are you a Christian?—-and do you 
believe the soul appalling declaration, that the 
wicked are in danger of eternal damopation ; 
and that wrath and indignation shall be the 
portion of their cup! Do you fly to their re- 
lief when an alarm is sounded? or do you re- 
main as if there was no danger, and say in your 
hearts, let some other person go and bear the 
reproach of warning the wicked ? Butin the 
fear of God, Christian, do you believe in God’s 
fire alarm, as presented to you in bis word, 
without note orcomment? O then, awake to 
your duty, and like a good fireman, fly to the 
relief of your perishing fellow-men, with the 
whole armour of God upon you. Fly to the 
thickest of danger, if you may save some—pull- 
ing them out of the fire and bringing them to the 
liberty of the sons of God. The alarm is sound- 
ed from the word of God,.from the providence 
of God, from the Spirit of God, from the min 
isters of God, and from the trembling, guilty, 
and despairing souls of awakened sinners! If 
you can hear and see all this unmoved, do not 
remain any longer at ease, under the idea that 
you are a Christian ; but search to the very 
bottom of the motives which govern you “If 
any man have not the Spirit of Christ he is 
none of his.” He may say to you as he did to 
professors in another case, “ 1 know you that 
ye have not the love of Godin you.” Awake, 
then, O Christian! arise and run to the relief 
of sinners--tell them of their danger—-and 
when they feel it, point them to their remedy. 
Do this till you sleep in death, and -you shall 
ve blessed. * Happy are those servants, 
whom when the Lord cometh shall find so do- 
‘ug; he shall come forth and serve them ”’ 

Reader, are you an impenitent sinner? O 
then be as wise for your soul as for your body ; 
and give yourself no rest until you have an in- 
surance against the fire of hell. Go to Christ, 
hy repentance and faith, and he willbe your 
defence in the day of judgment. You have 
the alarm of fire sounded is your ears, and you 
dre all awake to your safety and that of your 
friends ;—but bere is another fire alarm, which 
is to burn the soul of the wicked to eternity, 
given from God ; will you not hear it, and fly 
for shelter? O be persuaded not to make 
light of this alarm! Do not tura away from it 
with scorn, lest you be given over Lo the incite- 
ments ofareprobate mind! You will have no 
excuse, if you donot obey this call, when 
wrath shall come upon you to the uttermost. 
Shut your ears a little longer to God's fire 
alarm, and he will say to his servants, “ Let 
him atone!’ and lifting his hand to heaven, 
will swear in his wrath, that you shall never 
enter into his rest! Osinner! flee, flee to 
Christ, or the smoke of the pit shall soon encir- 
cle you tor ever, and the flames of the pit ren 
der your darkness visible, and wrath make 
your despair complete and eternal ! 


[ Ate; 
THE CONTRAST. 


A writer in the Christian Repository has 
given a valuable sammary of the Proceedings 
of the General Assembly of the Presbyterian 
Church at their late session in Philadelphia, 
from which we make the following extracts :-— 


Some of your readers may feel desiroys 
to know what disposition the General As. 
sembly manifested towards those who are 
called Hopkinsians. It is well known, that 
some years ago, violent prejudices existed 
against them, and some, who occupy a 
high station in the Presbyterian churci, 
were disposed to place them on the list of 
heretics. ‘These prejudices have, in a great 
measure, given way. This class of men, 
on a nearer acquaintance, have been found 
to manifest so much of the genuine spirit 
of the gospel, and above all, God has been 
pleased so extensively to bless their labours, 
and to follow them with revivals of reli- 
gion, that good men who have seen these 
things, cannot find it in their hearts to op- 
pose them. It is believed that there is no 
longer any danger of collision on this 
ground in the General Assembly. T'woat- 
tempts were indeed made, this year, to in- 
troduce a controversyjon this subject. But 
they originated in an obscure part of the 
country, and were put down, with great 
unanimity by the Assembly. One was an 
appeal of the Presbytery of A. from a de- 
cision of their Synod in the case of Mr. G. 
It appeared that one of their congregations 
wished to settle Mr. G. He had been or- 
dained by a neighbouring Presbytery, and 
come to the Presbytery of A. with a letter 
of recommendation. The Presbytery ofA. 
suspected his Presbytery of Hopkinsianism, 
and were not willing to receive him on their 
recommendation. They demanded of Mr 
G. that he should submit to a private exam- 
ination. He pleaded his right to be receiv- 
ed on his letter of recommendation from 2 
sister Presbytery, but at the same time ex- 
pressed his willingness to be publicly ex- 
amined. To this the Presbytery of A. 
would not consent, and he appealed to the 
Synod. The Synod ordered the Presbyte- 
ry to receive him. The Presbytery ap- 
pealed to the Assembly. The committee 
to whom the papers were referred, repoit- 
ed that they were in order, but moved that 
the appeal be dissmissed, on the ground 
that Mr. G. had since been received by tne 
Presbytery of A. they having consented to 
put written interrogatories to him and re- 
ceive written answers. The delegate from 
the Presbytery of A. appeared very anx- 
ious that the appeal should be tried, and, m 
opposing the motion to dismiss, read a long 
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speech which he had prepared in onder to 
support the appeal. It was so violent a 
philippic against Hopkinsianism, and e- 
vinced so much prejudice, and contained 
so many personal reflections, that his own 
friends made a great many efforts to inter- 
rupt and to stop him, while the Hopkin- 
sians begged as often that he might be allow- 
ed to proceed. After he had got through, not 
a syllable was said in reply, and the appeal 
was dismissed with but one dissenting voice. 

The other case was a remonstrance 
against Hopkinsian doctrines from the 
same vicinity, signed by a number of indi- 
viduals—They complained of the alarm- 
ing spread of those doctrines in their neigh- 
hourhood, and requested the Assembly to 
do something for their relief. The remon- 
strance was referred to a committee, who 
reported that the matters contained in it did 
not come before the Assembly in such a 
way as to render it proper for any order to 
be takenupon them. ‘This report seemed 
to give great satisfaction to the Assembly, 
and was adopted unanimously, without de- 
bate. 


A STIR IN THE ENEMY’S CAMP. 


From the Boston Recorder. 


How much soever we lament the spirit of 
infatuation that has seized some of the con- 
ductors of periodical papers, and led them 
tothe ground of open opposition to all the 
benevolent exertions of the age, we can 
discover nothing in all their efforts that is 
calculated in the least degree to frustrate 
or even retard the results they deprecate. 
Ifithas become proverbially true that the 
blood of the martyrs is the seed of the 
Church, it will soon be proved with equal 
clearness that all the attempts now making, 
by the instrumentality ofslander, falsehood, 
ridicule, &c. &c. to bring to naught the 
designs of Christian benevolence, will cov- 
er those designs with imcreased glory, aud 
involve their assailants in shame. We 
have long been expecting opposition ; open, 
avowed, resolute and violent in its charac- 
ter; we still expect more of it: and if it 
were not that we grieve for the fatal conse- 
quences that must follow to those engaged 
W it, it would give us joy to see it; for it 
adds greatly to our confidence that the 
time of final victory to the church is near 
athand. Satan hates nothing more per- 
fectly, than a pious and learned ministry ; 
a church awake to its duty at home and 
abroad; and those various associations 
which are formed for the distribution of the 
Scriptures, anc the support of Missionaries 
among the heathen; and his present ac- 


tivity furnishes sure evidence that his de- 
feat is not far distant. If those editors 
who wantonly attack us, and others enga- 
ged in the same cause, sincerely wish to 
destroy our little influence with the public, 
we can tell them how to doit. Ouly let 
them speak well of us, and applaud our la- 
bours in the same spirit of reproach against 
the enemies of Christ, which they now 
manifest toward us, and our influence 
would soon be dead—* to all intents and 
purposes.” The lap of Delilah is far more 
dangerous to the Christian than a thousand 
Philistines. 


—_—_= 


INTERESTING FACT. 


It is ascertained that from the Colleges 
in New-England, and two in New-York, 
thére will be graduated, the present sea- 
son, 150 pious students who are preparing 
for the gospel ministry. Ten years age 
not more than 150 students could be found 
in any stage of their education, in the Uni- 
ted States, fitting themselves for the sacred 
office of preaching the gospel. 

God has engaged to build up Zion—ana 
will he not do it? He speaks the word, and 
the company of the preachers is multipli- 
ed. He has promised to rebuild Jerusa- 
lem and to make the desert as the garden 
of the Lord, and every fresh intelligence 
brings new indications that he_ will fulfi! 
his promises, and make Zion the joy and 
praise of the whole earth. Already she is 
beginning to rise and shine, the light and 
glory of the Lord having riséh upon he: 
Revivals in our own land are becoming nu- 
merous and powerful. Already the islands 
of the sea begin to cast away their idols. 
and to wait for God’s law. The little 
daughter of the wilderness is beginning to 
chant the praise of her Redeemer. ‘Ihe 
Atrican is beginning to enjoy the liberty 
which the Gospel affords. ‘The Hindoo is 
embracing Christianity, And the gates of 
Jerusalem are beginning to turn on their 
hinges to welcome the Missionary of the 
Cross. Think you that the work will not 
co on? Omnipotence has declared it, and 
his mighty arm is engaged in it—il must 
go on—it will go on. Bless God, O ou 


souls, and forget not all his promises. 
[WV id, Repository. 


YOUNG MEN'S BENEVOLENT SOCIETY 
For the Religious Intelligencer. 

A Society was formed in Durham, Con. last 
spring, for the purpose of cultivating severat 
inissionary fields. From the number and zea 
of this Society, much was anticipated. Yet, 
owing to the extreme drought of the last sum- 
mer, and various unexpected disusters, our rea- 
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sonable hopes Lave been in a great degree 
disappointed The Society, however, has 
made up, by subscription, the amount of $17, 
which is appropriated to the support of foreign 
missions. 

How often do we find that ‘God seeth not 
as man seeth !" Were man to direct, he would 
say—let the missionary fields be pro.ific as the 
garden of Eden--iet them be preserved from all 
depradations, and let them yield an hundred 
fold. But under Divine direction, drought 
way wither—beasts may trespass—and larce- 
uy may be suffered to put forth her sacriligious 
hand, to pluck from the heathen, as it were, the 
bread of life ! 

_ Yet. blessed truth, the Lord reigns. This 
i3 sufficient to silence every murmur. This, 
whilst it gives assurance that all which is real- 
ly desirable, shall be accomplished, in the best 
time and manner ; gives assurance also, that 
every benevolent exertion, prayer, or wish, 
shall be abundantly remunerated by Him who 
has worlds to bestow 

By order of the Society, 
Mires Merwin, Jun. Treasurer. 





BENEVOLENT EXAMPLE. 


Perhaps it is not generally known that seve- 
ral young lads who were made the hopeful 
subjects of the late revivals in this region, have 
been pursuing their studies at the eastward, 
the year past, by the aid of Christian Cha- 
rity, for the purpose of fitting them for college, 
and ultimately for the Gospel ministry. One 
of the young men received in the town where 
they have been stationed, a gift of one dollar, 
accompanied by the following note :-- 


Will you, my young friend, accept of 1 dol- 
lar, as a very sme!! testimony of (he Interest I 
have for you, and all other pious young men, 
-but especially those who are preparing (or the 
gospel ministry.’ This trifle | have saved by 
denying myself the use of gloves--and | hope 
I shall ever feel it to be my duty and a priv- 
ilege to retrench my expenses in every possi- 
ble way—that I may be enabledto do a little 
for Him who has bought me with his own 
vlood: may you and your dear brethren here 
with you, make it your whole study and aim 
to advance the dear Redeemer’s Kingdom in 
every way possible--and while you remain in 
this place, and in whatever society you are, 
may you never forget the solemn vows that 
are upon you, and ever manifest that decision 
of character which is indispensable in the*de- 
voted follower of our blessed Lord and Master. 
i hope I shall not be disappointed in believing 


[ Aus. 


that this trifle is cast into the treasury of the 
Lord, as that was my object. If you have 
any curiosity to know from whom this comes 
you may accept it from a lady who wears not 
gloves in the summer season. 





SANDWICH ISLAND MISSION, 


As a Mission Family will sail for the Sand. 
wich Islands early in October, it is desirable 
that they should take out a supply of articles 
most wanted in a Mission Family. located in a 
country which is uncivilized fhe benevolent 
are now Called upon to furnish supplies tor such 
a family. [See reinforcement to the Sandwich 
Mission, p 182.] Any thing sent to the store 
of Dwight & Williams, intended tor the Sand. 
wich Island Mission, will be immediately for- 
warded to Boston, to the Treasurer of the 
Board 01 Commissioners for Foreign Missions, 

New Haven, Aug 29, 1822. 


ORDINATION OF MISSIONARIES. 


The public services for the Ordination of the 
missionaries mentioned in our last, are tocom. 
mence on Thursday, at 10 o’clock in the morn- 
ing. The Rev Dr Miller of Princeton, N J, 
is appointed to preach the ordination sermon. 
It is expected that a collection will be taken up 
on the occasion to aid the funds of the Board 
of Foreign Missions 

Preparation will be made by the two con- 
gregational churches for the celebration of the 
Lord’s Supper, which will be administered at 
the close of the exercises. Will it not bea 
communion of saints ? 

The Rev Dr. Proudfit, of Salem, is expected 
to preach the annual sermon before the Board 
of Foreign Missions in the evening. 


NOTICE. 

A meeting of the Directors of the Domestic 
Missionary Society of Connecticut will be 
holden at the North Meeting House in this city 
on Tuesday the day preceding the public com- 
mencement at 4 o'clock, P. M. 


EDUCATION SOCIETY. 

The Annual Meeting of the Connecticut Ed 
ucation Society stands adjourned to Thursday 
Sept. 12th, 9 o'clock, A. M. at the North 
Meeting House. A punctual attendance » ill 
be necessary. 
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